Possible Dreams 2020 - Summary Report



A full Possible Dreams 2020 - Summary Report, including a description of each round of conversation,
a complete transcription of all comments, responses, tabletops and group reports, is available at:

Possible Dreams 2020 took place on Monday, March 9th at Northern Essex
Community College. There were approximately 86 attendees participating in
three rounds of lively, upbeat conversation.

The lively, upbeat conversation produced some incredible and inspiring ideas
along with quite a few community members that stepped forward to champi-
on specific "possible dreams".

The energy of our community in the room at Possible Dreams is remarkable.
This summary is provided in hopes of keeping that momentum going!

Video of the full event was broadcasted and recorded by HC Media
and is available here:

https://bit.ly/PD2020Video




SUMMARY

Participants strongly affirmed a key Master Plan finding:

"The community overwhelmingly appreciates the balance of town and country that Haverhill provides,
and their priority for the future growth is to maintain the balance.” - Vision Haverhill 2035.

This affirmation was evidenced by such attendee comments as:

n

“It's part of what makes Haverhill special. We have it all - urban core, rural and working farms in one city.
“Key to Haverhill's success over the long run.”

“This is what makes Haverhill unique, it is critical to the character of our city.”

Within that balance, the conversation revealed a desire for:

e Thoughtful strategies for development in the higher density areas-including affordable housing, viable
businesses, upgraded internet service, clean and attractive streetscape, and eco-friendly construction.

e Firm commitment to prevent sprawl, preserve our open landscapes, support our farm community, and
develop open space recreational opportunities that all residents can enjoy.

e Strong community-building activity in and across neighborhoods-including events and venues that bring
people together, a flourishing arts community, and well-supported public schools in every neighborhood.

e Greater attention to the needs of older youth and young adults-including recreational options, educational
offerings, mental health assistance, and support for civic engagement.
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Leadership and energy for taking next steps included the following:

A Community Preservation Act
Christine Kwitchoff
christinekwitchoff@comcast.net

B Summer Reading Challenge
Jenny Arndt
team@haverhillpromise.com

€ PublicInteractive Art and Wellness Event
Jacky McDonough
mcdonoughj@vinfen.org

D Conversation Cafe
Adaela McLaughlin
adaelamclaughlin12@gmail.com

E Activities for Older Youth & Young Adults
Robin Del Negro
robinddel@ymail.com

F Community Boating to Plug Pond
Jack Ulrich
ju3prov56@gmail.com

G Urban Trail Network
Alison Colby-Campbell
AlisonsBrain4Rent@gmail.com

H Multicultural Festival
Shawna Kelley
shawna103@comcast.net

Civic Engagement for Youth
Abigail Hanson
moustacheunicorn88@gmail.com

Walnut Square Tower Clock Preservation
Lisa Demeo
lisad59@comcast.net

Right to Farm Bylaw
Marlene Stasinos
marlene@chrisfarmstand.com

Downtown Bike Race
Matthew Juros
mjuros@fishbrook.com

Cooperative Bookstore
Gail Sullivan
gms62345@gmail.com

Haverhill for Open Space
Don Cox
decox14@gmail.com

Equitable School Funding to
Bridge Achievement Gap
Jessica Todd
jtodd1211@gmail.com

CARE Haverhill - Community Allies
for Racial Equity
Kalister Green Byrd
Kalister2@msn.com






